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BERKHAMSTED TOWN COUNCIL 
 

Reports and Minutes of a Meeting of the 
 

TRANSPORT & ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE 
 

Held in the Council Chamber, Civic Centre, Berkhamsted 
 

On Monday 22 July 2013 at 7.30 pm 
 
MEMBERS:  
 
Councillors: R Cowie Chair     
  P Matthews  Vice-Chair 

S Bateman 
D Bonnett 
F Macdonald 
T Ritchie 

 
EX OFFICIO:  
Councillor I Reay  
 
ALSO PRESENT: 
 
Councillor: G Stevens 
 

2 members of the public   
   
OFFICER: Gary Cox - Town Clerk 
 

           
 
TE 32/13 Election of Chair  
 

It was PROPOSED by Councillor Matthews and unanimously 
RESOLVED that Councillor Cowie be elected as Chair of the 
Committee for 2013/14. 
   

TE 33/13 Election of Vice Chair 
 
It was PROPOSED by Councillor Cowie and unanimously RESOLVED 
that Councillor Matthews be elected as Vice-Chair of the Committee for 
2013/14. 
   

TE 34/13 Apologies for absence 
 

Apologies for absence were received from Councillor E Collins, with 
Councillor Ritchie substituting. 
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TE 35/13 Declarations of Interest  
 

There were no declarations of interest. 
 
TE 36/13  Minutes of the Last Meeting  
 
 The minutes of the last meeting held on 15 April 2013 were agreed as a    

true record and signed by the Chair. 
 
TE 37/13     Chair’s Communications 
 
  The Committee noted: 
 

 the public consultation on the Westfield First School ‘Safer Routes 
to School’ Initiative was underway and that comments on proposals 
should be emailed to geoff.medlow@hertfordshire.gov.uk by 9 
August 2013.  
 

 closure of the A4251 High Street and diversion arrangements via 
the A41 by-pass to allow for overnight resurfacing works between 
30 July and 2 August 2013.  

 
TE 38/13      Public Participation 

     
There was no public participation. 

    
 
TRANSPORT 

 
TE 39/13 Parking (Standing Item) 
 

Members noted the minutes of the Parking and Parking Management 
Forum held on 24 April 2013 and 11 June 2013.   
 
Councillor Reay advised that there had been a recent meeting between 
resident representatives on the Forum and a consultant appointed by 
the Borough Council. The meeting was part of feasibility and due 
diligence study being undertaken by the Borough on proposals for a 
Multi- Storey Car Park off Lower Kings Road. 
  
The Borough Council had agreed to update the Forum on the results of 
the feasibility study in the Autumn, when the report had been 
considered and approved by the Borough.  
 

 TE 40/13 Kings Road Traffic Lights 
 

The Committee considered a note from Councillor Bonnett on the 
insufficient time allowed for pedestrian crossing of traffic lights at the 
Kings Road and High Street Junction.   
 

mailto:geoff.medlow@hertfordshire.gov.uk
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In discussion, the Committee noted that the traffic light sequencing had 
been identified in the Urban Transport Plan as an issue to be 
addressed.  
 
The Clerk was asked to write to Hertfordshire Highways to ask that they 
consult with the Town Council before changes to timing sequences are 
introduced. Action: Town Clerk. 

 
TE 41/13 Safer Routes to School 

 
The Committee considered proposals from a resident highlighting 
concerns on pedestrian safety and ‘danger spots’ on childrens’ 
journeys to school on Crossways, Kingshill Way, Kings Road, 
Shootersway and Chesham Road.   
 
In discussion, the Committee recognised that several of the proposals 
made had been raised and included in the Urban Transport Plan, which 
was being considered by the County Council.  In particular the 
pedestrian safety problem at the junction of Kingshill Way/ Kings 
Road/Shootersway had been raised by the Town Council as of 
particular concern.   
 
The Town Council also noted that the County Council was currently 
carrying out work on ‘Safer Routes to School’, to support the school 
reorganisation from September 2013.  
 
The Clerk was asked to determine with Hertfordshire Highways which 
of the proposals made by the resident were being taken forward; and to 
ensure an acknowledgment and response to the road and pedestrian 
safety proposals was made. Action: Town Clerk       
 
 
ENVIRONMENT 

 
TE 42/13 ‘Better for Berkhamsted’ Working Group  

 
It was RESOLVED that the minutes of the ‘Better for Berkhamsted’ 
Working Group meetings on 6 June 2013 and 4 July 2013, including  
revised terms of reference, be received and adopted.   
 

In discussion the Committee:  
 

 noted the meeting with DBC on services provided, including street 
cleaning, grass cutting, play area maintenance and litter picking. 
 

 noted concerns raised about the frequency and quality of street 
cleaning in some roads and in cleaning and litter in the High Street 
after market days; and that the Working Group would be working 
with DBC to address these issues 
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 asked for DBC to clarify whether available Section 106 funding 
might be used to provide play areas in additional areas currently 
lacking those such facilities, such as Chiltern Park Estate  
 

 invited the Better for Berkhamsted Group to consider any funding 
needed to improve services and the appearance of the town.  

    
TE 43/13 Community Safety 
 
  Crime Figures 

  The Committee noted the summary report and Berkhamsted crime 
figures for the year April 2012 to March 2013 provided by the Borough 
Council’s Community Safety Officer.   

 
  Local Policing and Crime Prevention  

Police Sergeant Peter Huffer introduced himself as the Safer 
Neighbourhood Sergeant for Berkhamsted and Tring. In addition, the 
local safer neighbourhood team comprised 6 police constables and a 
PCSO for each Ward. 
 
Sergeant Huffer explained the latest developments in the approach to 
local policing and crime prevention, with three key priorities being set 
for the safer neighbourhood team, on  
 

 burglary, particularly burglaries from dwellings 
 

 speeding in rural areas and approaches to the town 
 

 tackling anti-social behaviour.  
 
Sergeant Huffer advised that he would be arranging a quarterly Local 
Priority Setting Forum in the town, to consult with residents on their 
concerns on crime and community safety in differing parts of the town 
and how they might be addressed.  
 
Councillors agreed that a Councillor representative from each Ward 
should attend those meetings. The Town Clerk was asked to advise 
Councillors of dates of those meetings as soon as they had been 
received from Sergeant Huffer. Action: Town Clerk         

 
TE 44/13 Dacorum Tourism Partnership  
 

The Committee noted that Dacorum Borough Council has established a 
Tourism Partnership for local attractions, businesses, hoteliers and 
other local representatives to work together to boost visitor numbers to 
the Borough and surrounding areas.  
 
The Committee RESOLVED to appoint Councillor Laws as the Town 
Council’s representative on the Tourism Partnership.  
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TE 45/13     Air Quality  
 

The Committee considered a paper from Councillor Bonnett on a report 
on air quality in Berkhamsted. 
 
In discussion, the Committee noted the results of the Borough Council’s 
air quality monitoring for nitrogen dioxide in Berkhamsted High Street., 
which were measured at just inside the safe level. These levels were 
caused by traffic through the town.  
 
The Committee also noted that the monitoring did not include testing for 
other pollutants named in relevant legislation on air quality. 
 
In discussion, the Committee agreed that the Borough Council be 
asked: 
 

 to carry out a monitoring campaign for other pollutants – benzene, 
carbon monoxide, lead, particulate matter up to 10 micrometers and 
sulphur dioxide 
 

 to account for the impacts of further development  in the town and 
borough, particularly increases in traffic 
 

 that a long-term mitigation strategy is put in place to ensure air 
quality improves in the longer- term and  
 

 that the County Highways team is made aware of concerns on air 
quality along the High Street and be asked to confirm that measures 
are included in the Urban Transport Plan that will ameliorate the 
situation.         

 
Action: Town Clerk 
 

TE 46/13 Street Furniture  
 
  The Committee noted the proposed replacement public benches to be 

installed at the new Marks and Spencer’s Simply Food Store.  
 

The Committee welcomed and agreed proposals from residents to fund 
benches for the town, from: 

 

 Mrs Grimwood, for a wooden seat along the canal or riverside in 
memory of her late husband 
 

 Smadar Bunzl, for a memorial bench in memory of her brother by 
the Waitrose side of Canal Fields footbridge  
 

 Mr Pell, for a memorial bench in memory of his mother, on the High 
Street south of Castle Street junction, to replace a bench that was 
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once sited there; and that this bench should be consistent with the 
design applied in the Conservation Area. 

 
The Town Clerk was asked to work with these residents, the Borough 
Council and others to arrange for benches to be installed. Action: 
Town Clerk   

  
The Committee agreed to proposals for public notice boards from The 
Lions Club and Berkhamsted Citizens Association, who have each 
offered to sponsor public notice boards: one at the junction of Swing 
Gate Lane and the High Street; and one by the Bridgewater Road 
entrance to the Railway Station.  
 
The Council expressed thanks to the Groups for their offer and asked 
the Town Clerk to work with the Groups and relevant authorities to 
arrange for the notice boards to be installed. Action: Town Clerk 

 
TE47/13 Close of meeting 
 
  The meeting closed at 8.23pm     

 
 

 
 

 
 


