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BERKHAMSTED TOWN COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of a Meeting of the 
 

TRANSPORT & ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE 
 

Held in the Council Chamber, Civic Centre, Berkhamsted 
 

On Monday 13 April 2015 at 7.30 pm 
 
 
MEMBERS: 
 
Councillors: Dr I M Reay   Chair  

T Ritchie   Vice-Chair 
Mrs E Collins 
F Macdonald 

  G Stevens 
     
OFFICER: Gary Cox - Town Clerk 
 

 5 members of the public.   
     

     
OPENING MATTERS 
 

TE 20/15 Apologies for Absence 
 

Apologies for absence had been received from Councillors Bateman and 
Bonnett. Councillor Stevens substituted for Councillor Bonnett. 

 
TE 21/15 Declarations of Interest  
 

There were no declarations of pecuniary interest. 
 
TE 22/15  Minutes of the Last Meeting 
 

The minutes of the last meeting held on 23 February 2015 were agreed as 
a true record and signed by the Chair.  

 
TE 23/15     Chair’s Communications 
 
  The Committee noted that: 
 

 the Town Council was commended in the Berkhamsted Citizens 
Association Environment Award Scheme for the Planters on the High 
Street.     
 

 the National Transition Town Roadshow will be held at locations in 
Berkhamsted on 19 April 2015.  
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 Herts Highways will be undertaking a trial of the proposals for traffic 
lights and a pedestrian crossing at the top of Kings Road during the last 
two weeks of April 2015.  
 

 the County Council has approved it’s ‘Inspiring Libraries Strategy’ and 
that the Berkhamsted Library will remain a ‘Tier 2’ Library.  
 

 the Town Council’s request for St Johns Well Lane car park to revert to 
short-stay parking at weekends and Bank Holidays will be considered as 
part of the car parking report to the Borough Council in Autumn 2015. 

 
TE 24/15      Public Participation 

     
It was RESOLVED to suspend Standing Orders to allow residents to speak 
regarding items on the agenda. 
 
Mr Dyer of Woodland Avenue to spoke regarding public noticeboards (Item 
TE 30/15).  
 
Mr Dyer advised that the Borough Council’s small public noticeboard at 
Station Road/Gravel Path had been destroyed by the weather several years 
ago. At the time the Borough Council had agreed to provide a replacement 
noticeboard on the green at the bottom of Holiday Street but it was never 
installed.    

 
Mr Dyer also asked that the Borough Council be asked to replace the 
noticeboard destroyed in a traffic accident at Hilltop Road.  
 
Mr Bell of Transition Town Berkhamsted thanked Councillor Reay for 
support from his County Council Locality Budget for the National Transition 
Town Roadshow (Item 23/15) and invited members of the Town Council to 
the events as guests of Transition Town Berkhamsted.   
 
The meeting was reconvened. 
 
 
TRANSPORT 

 
TE 25/15  Highways Issues 
 

The Committee considered an update from Herts County Council on 
highways issues raised at the last Transport and Environment Committee 
meeting.    
 
Kingshill Shootersway Junction 
The Committee raised concerns that traffic signals with pedestrian facilities 
should be a 2-way sequence of lights rather than the three-way being 
trialled.  
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Stopping traffic on Kingshill Way into the town will cause tail-backs to the 
by-pass and could be avoided if the sequence allowed all traffic on this road 
to be stopped at the same time to allow access from Shootersway 
alongside all traffic stopping to provide safe pedestrian crossing.  These 
concerns should be raised with Herts County Council. Action: Town Clerk    

 
 St Johns Well Lane Car Park 

The Committee agreed to provide photographic evidence of the full use of 
short stay and substantial underuse of long-stay parking to the Borough 
Council to support the Town Council’s request for St Johns Well Lane car 
park to revert to short-stay parking at weekends and Bank Holidays; and for 
this to be provided to the Borough Portfolio Holder after the forthcoming 
elections. Action: Town Clerk  
 
Parking Proposals 
The Committee discussed the response to proposed changes to some road 
markings, raised by the Parking Forum to improve parking safety and 
increase parking spaces across the town.  
 
The Committee agreed that the County Council should provide an indication 
of the cost of providing a detailed response to proposals to the Town 
Council. 
 
It was also agreed that, after the forthcoming elections, the Town Council 
would ask the Borough Portfolio Holder to consider commissioning and 
funding this road marking work.   
 
The Committee asked that this item be included on the agenda for the next 
Transport and Environment meeting. Action: Town Clerk  
 
Safer Road Junctions 
The Committee noted that the County Council is looking to extend some 
junction protection for safety reasons in Bridgewater Road, Little Bridge 
Road, Kingsdale Road, Northbridge Road & Castle Gateway / Castle Hill 

  
Berkhamsted Cycle Racks 
Investigations into providing additional cycle parking in the High Street have 
restarted and the County Council will be consulting on proposals in the 
second week of May. 

 
Whitehill/Castle   
Enquiries are being made about the possibilities of providing a coach 
parking drop- off zone at this location.  

 
Old Mill/Bank Mill Lane 
Proposals for improving pedestrian facilities and speed limit changes are 
currently being investigated for possible delivery in 2016/17 
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TE 26/15 Resurfacing Broadwater  
 

The Committee noted the latest position on arrangements to repair the 
privately owned road at Broadwater.  
 
Given the delays in owners agreeing to works needed to repair the road, 
the Town Council agreed to proceed with the repair and double yellow lining 
across Tennis Cottages to deter parking across driveways there was no 
identified owner for that short stretch of road. This funded work would be a 
one-off, and without any ongoing liability for that part of the road. Action: 
Town Clerk 
 
 
ENVIRONMENT 

 
TE 27/15 Restricting Cold-Callers 

 
It was RESOLVED to suspend Standing Orders to allow Police Sergeant 
Huffer of the Safer Neighbourhood Team to speak regarding restricting cold 
callers 
 
Sergeant Huffer explained that cold-calling by telephone calls, however 
unwelcome, is not a criminal offence. Police advice for anyone who feels 
intimidated in answering question, being asked to provide bank details or 
make a purchase by telephone, is simply to hang up.  
 
On personal callers, a Neighbourhood Watch group or a group of local 
residents can request the police to make a local area a ‘no cold calling 
zone’. 
 
If a resident receives an unwelcome ‘cold caller’ at the door or a tradesman 
without a valid identity document, advice is not to let them into the house. 
There is a risk that such callers could be ‘distraction burglars’.  
 
Residents should always report ‘cold callers’ to the local police on the non-
emergency 101 telephone number. This allows the police to notify 
neighbouring residents of the risk of burglary and more widely through the 
email OWL system – the On-line Watch Link. 
 
Resident can join OWL by visiting www.owl.co.uk to register or through the 
Local Watch Liaison Officer – wlo@herts.pnn.police.uk or by calling 101. 
 
In discussion, it was agreed that the details of OWL and other police advice 
on staying safe should be included on the Town Council website. Action: 
Sgt Huffer/Town Clerk  

 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.owl.co.uk/
mailto:wlo@herts.pnn.police.uk
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TE 28/15 Policing in the Town  
 
 Police Sergeant Huffer reported on meeting community policing priorities for 

the town.  
   
 Sergeant Huffer explained that his Safer Neighbourhood Team of 2 PCs 

and 4 PCSOs in Berkhamsted had three community policing priorities for 
the town: 

 
i Burglary prevention, particularly of dwelllngs, where much of the local 

police work was in providing crime prevention advice to residents, including 
through OWL.  

 
ii Traffic calming, including preventing speeding. The police conduct 

speed camera patrols at least twice a month at likely speeding locations 
across the town and use the automated number plate recognition system to 
identify any driver and documentation issues.  
 
The most recent speed patrol was in early April, where 6 people received 
speeding tickets and a further 13 received warnings.  
 

iii Reducing anti-social behaviour. Residents are asked to report any anti-
social behaviour, such as graffiti, damage or late night noise to the 101 non-
emergency number for investigations to be made.  
 
In discussion, Sergeant Huffer advised that PCSO’s regularly patrol known 
areas of anti-social behaviour, such as Lagley Meadow Youth Centre; 
conduct speed camera patrols at differing times of the day and week; and 
can only respond to potential crime and disorder issues relating to planning 
applications if there is sufficient evidence to support such an assertion. 
 
Sergeant Huffer also advised that there is no statistical evidence that street 
lights being switched off at night had resulted in any increase in crime. 
    
The meeting was reconvened. 

 
TE 29/15 Flyposting 
   

The Committee considered a response from the Borough Council on 
proposals to deal with fly posting in the town.  
 
Following discussion, the Committee agreed to proposals to work closely 
with the Borough Council to identify and address persistent flyposting 
offenders and locations around the town and to share resources to work 
together to remove posters. 
 
However, the Town Council agreed it should not look to take on any 
delegated responsibility or powers for flyposting from the Borough Council. 
This was highly specialised work and required legal expertise and 
experience not available to the Town Council. 
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TE 30/15 Public Noticeboards 
 

The Committee noted that the Borough Council’s public noticeboards are 
well used by individuals and groups in the town to advertise local events.  
 
However, three of the twelve noticeboards are missing or damaged beyond 
use: the Durrants Lane/High Street noticeboard had been damaged by 
builders of the DBC social housing on Farm Place and had fallen down; the 
board at the corner of Gravel Path and Station Road had decayed and 
disappeared; and that at Hilltop Road had been damaged in traffic accident 
that was first reported to DBC in January 2013  
 
The Committee agreed to ask the Borough Council: that the noticeboard be 
replaced; and to consider delegating full responsibility for the noticeboards 
to the Town Council, with a commensurate increase in the current £400 a 
year concurrent services payment to Town Council for management and 
minor maintenance of the boards. Action: Town Clerk  

 
TE 31/15  Parish Paths Partnership 
 

The Committee received and adopted the minutes of the Parish Paths 
Partnership meeting held on 1 April 2015. 
 
Parish Partnership Grant 

 
TE 32/15 The Committee noted that an application had been made for a 2015-16 

Parish Paths Partnership Grant of £1,000 for two further audio trails to be 
recorded on ‘Graham Greene’s Common’ and ‘In the Devil’s Own 
Footsteps’.   
 

TE 33/15 Close of Meeting 
 
  The meeting closed at 8.50pm. 


