
Page 1 of 5 
 

BERKHAMSTED TOWN COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of a Meeting of the 
 

FINANCE & POLICY COMMITTEE 
 

held in the Council Chamber, Civic Centre, Berkhamsted 
 

on Monday 9 December 2013 at 7.30 pm 
  
 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT: 
 
Councillors Mrs Carol Green   Chair 

S Bateman 
G Stevens    
P Matthews 

  I Reay  (Ex Officio) 
  T Ritchie 
    
OFFICER Gary Cox, Town Clerk 
 
  No members of the public were present. 
 

 
OPENING MATTERS 

 
FP 124/13 Apologies for Absence 

 
Apologies for absence were received from Councillor D Collins, with 
Councillor Bateman substituting, and from Councillor Cowie. 
 
Councillor Green took the Chair for the meeting.   

 
FP 125/13 Declarations of Interest  
 
   There were no declarations of interest. 
 
FP 126/13  Minutes of the Last Meeting  
 

The minutes of the last meeting were agreed as a true record and signed by 
the Chair.   

 
FP 127/13 Chair’s Communications 

 
 The Committee noted  
 

 letters of thanks from Berkhamsted Citizens Association for the grant 
towards the restoration of the Sparrows Herne Trust waymarker.  
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 that AgeUK Dacorum will be starting a new monthly daytime club for the 
older people of Berkhamsted from January 2014. The club will meet in 
Shaftesbury Court, Valley Road between 10.00am and 3.00pm; and that 
prospective members and volunteer drivers are invited to apply to Sarah 
Hope, AgeUKDacorum on 01442 221007 or 
careservicesmanager@ageukdacorum.org.uk   

 

 a PayingForCare initiative, supported by Herts County Council,  which will 
help people who are responsible for paying their own care costs with 
independent information and advice on all aspects on long-term care; and 
that PayingForCare can be contacted on freephone 0808 208 9994.  

 
FP 128/13  Public Participation 

 
There was no public participation. 

   
 
FINANCIAL MATTERS 
 

FP 129/13  External Audit Report 
 

  The Committee noted that there were no issues identified the external audit 
report for the year ending 31 March 2013; and that the ‘Notice of Conclusion 
of Audit’ had been displayed on Town Council notice boards for the 
required14 days.  

 
FP 130/13  Internal Audit Interim Report 

 
  The Committee noted the interim internal audit report for 2013/14 which 

concluded that the Town Council has effective systems in place to ensure 
transactions are free from material misstatement.   

 
FP 131/13 Grant Budget Report 
 
 The Committee noted that grants amounting to £900 had awarded in the 

period April to November 2013.    
  
FP 132/13 Church Lane Cobblestones 
 
 The Committee noted that quotes obtained by Hertfordshire Highways for re-

cobbling Church Lane indicate that overall costs for the work may be around 
£100,000. 

 
The Committee also noted that Councillor Reay had committed £58,000 from 
his County Council locality budget to this work and that the County Council 
was looking for additional funding for the re-cobbling work to be completed. 
 
The Committee recognised that the Church Lane cobbles had received a 
number of temporary tarmac repairs so that it remained safe for pedestrians; 
and was disappointed that Hertfordshire Highways was unable to fund all the 
work needed on a road that was their responsibility and which was a key 
heritage site in the town. 

mailto:careservicesmanager@ageukdacorum.org.uk
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Following discussion, the Committee asked the Town Clerk to explore the 
possibility of a grant application to the National Lottery Heritage Fund 
towards this repair work. Action: Town Clerk 
 
The Committee agreed in principle to contribute to any shortfall in funding to 
the re-cobbling of Church Lane and asked that any specific request for 
funding be made when all other funding had been determined.    

   
FP 133/13  Investments  
 
 The Committee noted proposals to invest £120,000 in best available 

investment accounts in accord with the Town Council’s low-risk investment 
strategy (Finance and Policy Meeting on 7 October 2013 FP108/13 refers);  

 
The Committee agreed to investments of £80,000 in a one year fixed term 
tracker bond with Saffron Building Society and £40,000 in a Santander 
Instant Access Deposit Account. Action: Town Clerk 

 
FP 134/13 Income and Expenditure 
 
 The Committee noted that Councillors D Collins and Stevens had reviewed 

the detailed income and expenditure records for the period and were 
satisfied that the Income and Expenditure summary was correct. 

 
The Committee noted the Income and Expenditure and Variance Analysis 
from 1 April 2012 to 31 October 2013.   

 
FP 135/13 Budget for 2014/15  
 
 The Committee noted first draft proposals for a balanced budget for 2014/15 

with no proposed change in the precept of £19.18; and that final draft budget 
proposals would be put to the Committee for consideration on 13 January 
2014.  
 
 
POLICY MATTERS 
 

FP 136/13  Sustainable Communities Act – Barrier Busting 
 
 The Committee had no immediate proposals to apply to the Department for 

Communities and Local Government to remove any bureaucratic barriers 
that prevent getting things done for local communities.    

 
FP 137/13 ‘Our Place!’ 
  

The Committee considered an opportunity to draw on ‘Our Place!’ funding 
from the Department of Communities and Local Government to engage and 
work with the local community and take a neighbourhood approach to 
tackling the issues which matter to them.  
 
The Committee noted community proposals on the proposed use of the 
former police station may be an issue for ‘Our Place’ funding and could be 
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considered further when B-Hive present their proposals to the Town Council 
in the New Year. 
 

FP 138/13 Website Development  
 
The Committee noted that the Town Council’s new website is currently under 
development and RESOLVED: 
 
That travel and subsistence expenses should be paid to a volunteer graphic 
design graduate for days worked in the Town Council office to develop 
content for the new website.            

 
 
WORKING PARTY REPORTS  

 
FP 139/13  Festival of Light 

 
 The Committee noted the minutes of the Festival of Light Committee held on 

29 October 2013; and that a very successful and well attended Festival of 
Light event was held on Sunday 24 November 2013.   
 
 
YOUTH MATTERS  

 
FP 140/13  Lagley Meadow Youth Centre Working Group 

 
 The minutes of the Lagley Meadow Youth Centre Working Group held on 4 

November 2013 were received and adopted.  
 
FP 141/13 Youth Town Council  

 
The minutes of the Youth Town Council meetings held on 16 October and 13 
November 2013 were noted. 

 
FP 142/13 Swan Youth Project  

  
The minutes of the Swan Youth Project Trustee/Directors meeting held on 
19 September 2013 were noted.   

 
Following discussion, the Committee proposed inviting the Trustees to a 
meeting with representatives of the Town Council to discuss Swan Youth 
Project work, including how the Swan Project looks to include all the young 
people who live in the town and current funding and fund raising proposals.   
Action: Town Clerk   
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Part 2 
  Closed Session – Exclusion of the Press and Public 
 

It was RESOLVED:  
 

That under Section 1 of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 
the public and press be excluded during the items in Part II of the agenda for 
this meeting, because it is likely that publicity would prejudice the public 
interest by reason of the confidential nature of the business or for other 
special reasons stated in the resolution, arising from the nature of the 
business or proceedings. 

 
FP 143/13 Support Services 

 
The minutes of the Support Services Group meeting held on 6 November 
2013 were received and adopted.   

 
Following discussion, the Committee agreed that Community Action 
Dacorum be contracted to provide finance and allotment administration 
services to the Town Council; and for that contract to be reviewed in July 
2014, when the next set of annual accounts had been produced and more 
work undertaken on improving allotment administration arrangements.   
Action: Town Clerk 

  
FP 144/13 Close of Meeting 
 
  The meeting closed at 8.42pm.  


