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TOWN MAYOR’S WELCOME by Councillor Wendy Conian
Welcome to our Town Council newsletter which
we hope you will find full of useful information.

I had the honour of being appointed the new
Town Mayor on 16th May 2022 at our Annual Town
Council Meeting, having served as Deputy Mayor
last year and representing Castle Ward as a Town
Councillor since May 2019.
As I write this, I have just returned from the
Medieval Festival organised by the Berkhamsted
and District Chamber of Commerce (BDCC)
where I had the honour of receiving, on behalf of
the town, the wonderful tapestries you can see
in the photo below, which were created by local
school children.
This partnership between the BDCC and our local
schools illustrates how very lucky we are in
this town to have a large number of active,
volunteer-led community organisations. We
can be also be proud that a generation of
creative, resilient young people are being
raised here, supported by dedicated school
leaders and staff.
As we face what looks set to be a difficult
winter when many people in our community
will likely face considerable hardship, it is
my hope that our Town Council can be in
the heart of our local response, by providing
support to many of those local charities
and voluntary organisations which will be
mobilising to help those in need.
I’d also like to mention the actions
Berkhamsted Town Council is taking to
respond to the climate and biodiversity
crisis. Although many of the actions needed
are beyond the scale of our reach as a Town
Council, we have focused on harnessing
that community spirit I spoke of above,
by working with local groups and inviting
residents to join our Climate Action Working

Groups. These groups are actively developing a
number of initiatives designed to help the town
on its journey towards Net Zero, some of which
you can read about on the following pages.
We will be joining in with the Great Big Green
Week again this year and we very much hope
that you will join us on 24th September 2022 at
our EV and Home Retrofit event to find out more
about what we do – see inside for more details.
In the meantime, I look forward to meeting and
working with many of you during my term as
Mayor. If you see me around town, do stop and
say hello!
Best wishes
Cllr Wendy Conian

CLIMATE ACTION

Berkhamsted Town Council have a very active Energy
Working Group, led by Councillor Paul de Hoest.
Here is a taste of some of the exciting events and
initiatives happening this year:

EV and Home Retrofit Event
– Saturday 24th September 2022

CLIMATE

Saturday 24th September 2022
10.30 am to 2pm
Berkhamsted Civic Centre
FREE ENTRY

Want to know about owning an
Electric Vehicle?

Worried about energy costs?
Pop in to find out more about
home insulation, solar panels
and heat pumps!

To mark the start of the Great Big Green Week,
Berkhamsted Town Council is hosting an Electric
Vehicle and Home Retrofit event in the Civic Centre
on Saturday 24th September 2022. Why not come and
talk to a member of our very knowledgeable Energy
Working Group?

Community Energy

Berkhamsted Town Council declared a Climate
Emergency in 2019 and aims to reach its net zero carbon
target by the year 2030. To this end, it has an exciting new
project to ascertain whether there are any viable energy
clusters (“Community Energy Projects”) in and around
Berkhamsted and Northchurch. This project is funded by
a government grant - the Rural Community Energy Fund
(RCEF) and has enabled us to commission a specialist
consultancy firm to undertake our ‘Berkhamsted Energy
Cluster Feasibility Study’.
If the findings of the study demonstrate that any of the
seven energy clusters stand a good chance of securing
planning and being implemented, then Berkhamsted
Town Council will apply for further grants to take the
project to the development stages.

To find out more or if you want to help in future events,
contact Berkhamsted Town Council Energy Group
berkhamstedclimateaction@gmail.com

Image of Berkhamsted Town Hall reproduced by kind permission of Mary Casserley, local artist.

Our Climate Action Working Groups are actively developing initiatives to help
the town on its journey towards Net Zero.

Thermal Imaging Camera

Berkhamsted Town Council has purchased a Testo 883 Thermal Camera. This is a special
camera-like device that can take a thermal image of a building to help get a better
understanding of how heat
is being lost. This can help you
make appropriate changes to your
property, such as improving roof or
wall insulation and stopping drafts. With
winter fast approaching and faced with
much larger gas and electricity charges,
now would be a good opportunity to
take steps to cut heat loss.
Our thermal imaging camera service can be booked
via the Town Council Office and is free to our residents.
If you want to know more, come along to our Great Big
Green Week event at the Civic Centre on Saturday 24th
September 2022 and chat to one of our Team!

ENERGY

ENERGY
SAVING
ADVICE

Climate Change and
Carbon Reduction
used to be the preserve only of
that minority which had already
learned what a rise of 2oC would
mean for heating the planet. Even
if householders had little interest
in saving the planet, now that
the cost of energy has put many
households into fuel poverty, there
is renewed interest in measures that
householders can take to cut down
on their use of electricity and gas for
their heating.
To set the context, in April 2022, the
annual capped energy cost for the
average home was around £1,100.
The forecast for January 2023 says
it will be around £5,400 and rising.
This amounts to more than one third
of the State Pension.
So what can be done to help pay
the bills?
For those experiencing difficulties
paying your energy bills, see advice
on our website or contact the Citizens
Advice Bureau (CAB) who can
signpost you to any support you may
be entitled to:
citizens
advice

Hertfordshire Adviceline

0800 144 88 48

10am – 4pm, Monday to Friday

The next thing is to check whether
your property is well insulated. This
means checking that you have
good loft insulation of at least
270 mm, cavity wall insulation
(unless your property is single brick
construction) and double glazing.

It’s also worth checking for drafts
around external doors and windows
– it’s surprising how much heat is
lost in this way. Also, don’t forget
to put a chimney balloon up your
chimney if you are not using it!
Research in the housing industry
has found that householders
seldom know the emissions or
energy use from their homes. The
table below shows data taken
from the Energy Performance
Certificate database of a sample of
Berkhamsted houses, indicating the
range of performance grades with
their related energy consumption in
kilowatt hours, as well as tonnes of
CO2, burned annually.

The EPC includes comments on
what the estimated cost and energy
saving would be by adding other
home insulation measures.
Reducing the cost of heating our
homes will be most residents’
immediate priority. However, to
reduce the nation’s dependency
on imported gas, we should all look
into measures to adopt heating
generated by renewable sources
(most likely to be wind powered
electricity). The many tonnes of
annual carbon savings will benefit
all our grandchildren.

Household Energy used and CO2 Produced
Address

EPC
Rating

Bridgewater Road

CO2 Produced
Tonnes pa

Heating Load kWh pa

Property
size m2

Energy
used

B

180

Gas

4.2

17,723

2,897

20,620

Bridgewater Road
[Semi det]

C

119

Gas

4.2

12,671

2,592

15,263

Chapel St

D

105

Gas

5.1

17,093

2,001

19,094

Space

Water

TOTAL

Charles St

F

179

Gas

15.0

37,817

3,041

40,858

Durrants Rd [Semi
detached]

C

85

Gas

3.2

8,725

2,624

11,349

Elizabeth II Ave

B

153

Gas

2.4

5,892

2,321

8,213

Elm Grove

D

184

Gas

9.3

31,960

2,995

34,955

Hall Park Gate

C

208

Gas

6.8

20,293

2,877

23,170

Lanyon House Flat

C

47

Gas

1.2

2,291

1,783

4,074

Lanyon House
Ground Floor

C

57

Gas

1.7

4,368

1,898

6,266

Lower Kings Road

C

137

Gas

3.9

8,342

2,686

11,028

Millfield

E

123

Gas

8.1

28,643

2,822

31,465

North Road

D

140

Gas

5.8

19,876

2,688

22,564

Shootersway

E

183

Gas

9.6

30,230

3,622

33,852

Fieldway

C

137

ASHP

2.5

13,934

2,968

16,902

Source: Energy Performance Certificates - What type of property is the certificate for? – Find an energy
certificate – GOV.UK (find-energy-certificate.service.gov.uk)

CANAL AND RIVERSIDE PARTNERSHIP

The Canal and Riverside Partnership is a Berkhamsted Town
Council group which has oversight of the canal and river
passing through Berkhamsted.

About 15 years ago, CARP undertook a project to improve the
River Bulbourne as it flowed past St. Johns Well and Waitrose.
Its aim was to scour away the silt and debris and restore the
flow of water so that we could see a clear chalk stream. With
the passage of time and neglect as the partnership’s funds
had been cut, your Council thought it was time to see what
could be done to restore the river and the general waterside
environment. The Environment Agency has the overall
responsibility for the state of the river and we have agreed with
them to jointly pay for a study to develop a series of projects
that will improve the Bulbourne’s environment. As the river
doesn’t start or finish in Berkhamsted, we have approached
Northchurch and Dacorum Borough Council for contributions
to the study, which we believe will enable the partners to work
through a series of canal and riverside improvement projects in
the decades ahead.

ENVIRONMENT

BERKHAMSTED YOUTH

Earlier this year, Councillors were delighted to receive letters
of persuasion from ten Year 5 pupils from The Thomas Coram
Church of England School.

YOUTH

This came about as part of the Key Stage 2 Young Leaders
Award, designed and written by the Archbishop of York Youth
Trust, whereby the pupils studied their home town and then
identified areas for improvement. They then sent us letters
about their findings with helpful suggestions for improving
the local community.

CANALFIELDS
PLAYGROUND REVIEW
by Poppy aged 11

I went to the new park on Tuesday 9th
August 2022 with my Gran and my first
thoughts were that it looked a lot nicer
than the old one.
The first thing I did when I got there
was head for the swings (everybody
loves a swing) which were very nice
with no bird poo on them and luckily
they weren’t squeaky. Next I went on
the big climbing frame which was very
fun but sadly I scraped my leg on the
wood. The best part of the climbing
frame was crossing the high “bridge”
from the tower to the slide. The tunnel
slide was fun but a bit scary, because
it was a tunnel…but a bit scary is good.
I would have loved the little children’s
area when I was little. I wish they had
done it sooner. Although there were
separate areas for big kids and little
kids, it didn’t really work cos the little
kids all wanted to go on the big kids
stuff, which made their grannies very
worried. I also liked the bouncy ducks.
There was nothing I did not like, and I
will be going again with my friends for
even better fun.

CANAL FIELDS playground (swing).

The pupil’s letters were indeed
very persuasive and covered topics
from littering, vandalism and graffiti
to behavioural change around car
use and pollution. There were also
some wonderful ideas for the Skate
Park in Berkhamsted!
Here’s what our Councillors had
to say:
“There are a lot of
good ideas here ... It’s
great to see that the
Year 5 pupils at Thomas
Coram are taking such
a keen interest in ways
of improving our local
community.“ Mayor
Stephen Claughton

“These letters are brilliant
and I agree with all of
them.“ Councillor Paul de

Hoest

“...these are the issues that
original got me interested
in politics as a kid, caring
about our town and asking
these questions is so
important and ultimately
the start of how we can
improve things...“ Councillor Mary Jane Hardinge
“Please pass on my thanks to Mrs Cutler and the year 5
students for the selection of letters. It’s encouraging to see the
children taking a position on civic and community concerns,
and getting an education on how & why society behaves as it
does.“ Councillor Rick Freedman

CLLR STEPHEN CLAUGHTON ON HIS YEAR AS
MAYOR OF BERKHAMSTED
In April this year, we held our first annual Civic
Reception since the start of the Covid-19 pandemic.
This was hosted by our then Mayor, Councillor Stephen
Claughton, at the beautiful Town Hall and attended by
representatives of many of the excellent organisations
and charities that have worked tirelessly for the benefit
of our town over the years, but especially so during this
period of global pandemic. Here, Councillor Claughton
says a few words about his year as the Town Mayor:

“First, I must say what a memorable and enjoyable year
my term as Town Mayor was and what an absolute
privilege it has been to meet and work with so many
amazing people!
One of my first mayoral duties was to welcome the Lord
Lieutenant of Hertfordshire to the dedication of the new
War Memorial in the recently restored Rectory Lane
Cemetery, followed shortly afterwards by a reception to
mark the completion of the amazing restoration project
of the Cemetery itself.

In November 2021, I was honoured to take part in the
Remembrance Sunday service at St. Peter’s Church and
the ever-popular Festival of Light. During December,
I attended two carol concerts in St Peter’s Church,
one organised by Age UK Dacorum and the other by
the Berkhamsted Choral Society, and was invited to
Connect Dacorum’s Christmas Lunch. During the year,
I also had the pleasure of attending events at Open
Door, such as the Rotary Club Young Photographer
of the Year Competition and the “Laughter - The Best
Medicine” Exhibition. Visits to the Swan included a tour
of the Foyer’s residential scheme for young adults and
participating in the Youth Project’s Diwali celebrations.
I was honoured to attend the Graham Greene
International Festival Dinner in Berkhamsted School and

STAFF UPDATE

Berkhamsted Town Council offices are based in the
Civic Centre on the High Street. We have a friendly
team of 5 officers who cover the phones Monday to
Friday from 9 am to 5 pm and are happy to receive
your enquiries. See Staff List below.
Here’s an update of some
recent changes to our team:
• We were sorry to see our
Town Clerk, Tony Noakes,
leave the Council at the
end of August 2022 and we
thank him heartily for all
the brilliant work he did for
our community over the
past couple of years – he
really made a difference.

the BerkoFest Book
Festival in The
Old Town Hall. On
a sportier note, I
had the privilege
of starting the
Berkhamsted Rotary
Club Fun Run and I
can report that my
young grandson
was particularly
impressed by my
performance on
the klaxon! Finally,
as my term drew
to a close, I was
delighted to attend
the West Herts
District Scout Club’s
St George’s day
celebrations, the
Herts Young Homeless Spring Update and see the talent
of the Dacorum Young Artists Exhibition of Artwork at
Ashlyns School.

What I took most from my year as Mayor was a better
understanding of the excellent work the people of
Berkhamsted do within their community and beyond.
There are organisations here in our town which serve all
ages, young and old, who may need extra help with their
lives. There are others which encourage physical fitness
or focus on the physical aspects of the town, such as its
historic and ancient buildings or environmental matters.
So many of you make an important contribution to the
spiritual, cultural and economic life of the Town and I
thank you all for that”.

In the past couple of years, we have also
appointed a Finance and Allotments
Officer, Dori Beecroft, and a Project Officer,
Jemima French. Our longest standing
team member is John Bushby, our Town
Warden, who has been with Berkhamsted
Town Council for 12 years and is a fount of
knowledge about our town!

BTC TEAM

Danielle McGlynn, Town Clerk (Interim)
01442 800 152 / 01442 800 146
townclerk@berkhamstedtowncouncil.gov.uk
deputytownclerk@berkhamstedtowncouncil.gov.uk
Joanna Harley, Deputy Town Clerk
(returning from Maternity Leave mid-October 2022)
01442 800 146
deputyclerk@berkhamstedtowncouncil.gov.uk
Tony Noakes (right) receiving
Royal British Legion award from
Andy Stephenson

• We are delighted also to
announce that we have
appointed Tony’s replacement, Sue Severn, who will
start in October 2022.
• In the interim period, Danielle McGlynn has been
appointed as Interim Town Clerk. Danielle has
been with us since September 2021 as our Interim
Deputy Town Clerk whilst Joanna Harley has been
on maternity leave. We look forward to Joanna
returning from mid-October 2022.

Dori Beecroft, Finance Officer
01442 800 168
financeofficer@berkhamstedtowncouncil.gov.uk
Jemima French, Project Officer
01442 800 169
projectofficer@berkhamstedtowncouncil.gov.uk
John Bushby, Town Warden
07508 513 597 / 01442 800 178
townwarden@berkhamstedtowncouncil.gov.uk
General Email:
enquiries@berkhamstedtowncouncil.gov.uk

CONTACT LIST
CASTLE WARD
Cllr Wendy Conian,
CONTACT
Liberal Democrat, Town Mayor
01442 800146
wendy.conian@berkhamstedtowncouncil.gov.uk
Cllr Stephen Claughton, Liberal Democrat
Town and Dacorum Borough Councillor
07763 043419
stephen.claughton@berkhamstedtowncouncil.gov.uk
stephen.claughton@dacorum.gov.uk
Cllr Paul De Hoest, Green Party
01442 384514
paul.dehoest@berkhamstedtowncouncil.gov.uk
Cllr Rick Freedman, Liberal Democrat
Town and Dacorum Borough Councillor
01442 731130
rick.freedman@berkhamstedtowncouncil.gov.uk
rick.freedman@dacorum.gov.uk
Cllr Andrew Peeler, Liberal Democrat
andrew.peeler@berkhamstedtowncouncil.gov.uk

EAST WARD
Cllr Patrick Fisher, Liberal Democrat
07976 281708
patrick.fisher@berkhamstedtowncouncil.gov.uk
Cllr Nigel Taylor, Liberal Democrat
Town, Dacorum Borough and HCC Councillor
Deputy Town Mayor
01442 731783
nigel.taylor@berkhamstedtowncouncil.gov.uk
nigel.taylor@dacorum.gov.uk
nigel.taylor@hertfordshire.gov.uk
Cllr Tracy Porter, Conservative
01442 863375 | 07901 593404
tracy.porter@berkhamstedtowncouncil.gov.uk
Cllr Geraldine Corry, Liberal Democrat
geraldine.corry@berkhamstedtowncouncil.gov.uk
Cllr Garrick Stevens, Liberal Democrat
Town and Dacorum Borough Councillor
01442 873196
garrick.stevens@berkhamstedtowncouncil.gov.uk
garrick.stevens@dacorum.gov.uk

DATES FOR
YOUR DIARY
DIARY
Great Big Green Week
Home Energy and
Electric Vehicle Event
10.30am to 2pm 022 Berkhamsted Civic
Sept 2
Centre

24

Great Big Green Week
Clothes Swap
Berkhamsted Civic
2
2 Centre 11am – 2pm
ept 20

S

25

132022

Remembrance Sunday
St Peter’s Church

Nov

Festival of Light
From 3.30pm,
22 High Street,
Nov 20
Berkhamsted

27

Annual Town meeting
for all residents
7 pm at Berkhamsted
Town Hall
r 2023

2

Ma

WEST WARD
Cllr Anthony Armytage, Conservative
01442 870252
anthony.armytage@berkhamstedtowncouncil.gov.uk
Cllr Maryjane Hardinge, Green Party
mary.jane@berkhamstedtowncouncil.gov.uk
Cllr Jackie Jones, Conservative
01442 862815
jackie.jones@berkhamstedtowncouncil.gov.uk
Cllr Peter White, Liberal Democrat
peter.white@berkhamstedtowncouncil.gov.uk
Anne Foster, Liberal Democrat
Town and Dacorum Borough Councillor
07916 174512
anne.foster@berkhamstedtowncouncil.gov.uk
anne.foster@dacorum.gov.uk
Cllr Sally Symington, Liberal Democrat
Borough Councillor (Not a Town Councillor)
07816 655500
sally.symington@dacorum.gov.uk

The Civic Centre
161 High Street
Berkhamsted
Hertfordshire
HP4 3HD
01442 800146
berkhamstedtowncouncil.gov.uk
@BerkhamstedTC
Berkhamstedtowncouncil

